
  

The Vis ion 

By Larry Knapp 

 

 

 July 4th, 1776! ï a day that we celebrate 

our declaration of independence from Great 
Britain.  Of course, eight years of war was 

waged to take hold and accomplish that 

declaration. 

 The same can be said of the 
Emancipation Proclamation of 

1862 that freed thousands of 

slaves in the south but had to 
be realized by years of civil war. 

 So declarat ion and 

proclamation must often be 

followed and realized by 
struggles and striving.  This 

is also true in the Christian 
life.  Last month Chick 

referred to Satan being a 
defeated foe and he is that.  

Jesus has indeed won the victory 

at the cross.  Yet, here is Satan, 
ñprowling about like a roaring 

lion, seeking someone to 
devour.ò (1 Peter 5:8) There is 

proclamation and then there is 

realization. He is a defeated 
foe, yet we are to resist 

him. 

 Likewise, the blood of 

Christ has saved us and yet we are told 
to ñwork out our salvation with fear and 

trembling.ò (Philippians 2:12)  In other words, 
our salvation is a done deal but we must bring 

out what God has done within.  We are to ñlive 

u p  t o  w h a t  w e  h a v e  a l r e a d y 
attained.ò (Philippians 3:16)  This takes 

pressing on and striving. ñI press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of.  

Brothers, I do not consider myself yet have 
taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize for which God has called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus.ò (Philippians 3:12-14)  Working 
out, taking hold, pressing on and straining 

toward all express a striving on our part.  

 Similarly, we have been ñraised up with 

Christ and seated with Him in the heavenly 
realms.ò (Ephesians 2:6) and yet here we are, 

living out our lives in this worldly realm.  We 

have been raised and we will be raised.  We 
have been saved and we will be saved. 

 Now as to our declaration of independence, 

from what have we been freed?  Romans 

6:17-18 tells us that though we were once 
slaves to sin, we have been set free.  It 

is from sinôs bondage that we have 
been freed. 

 But our independence only 
leads to another dependence, 

though that with a benefit.  Paul 
says again that ñnow that we have 

been set free from sin and have 
become slaves to God, the benefit we 

reap leads to holiness, and the result is 

eternal life.ò (Romans 6:22) So God has 
declared us free from sin yet we are 

called to strive against that from which 
we have been set free.  ñDo not let sin 

reign in your mortal body so that you 

obey its evil desires.  Do not offer the 
parts of your body to sin as 

instruments of wickedness, but rather 
offer yourselves to God.ò  (Romans 

6:12-13) 

 Therefore, I encourage all of us who are in 

Christ to celebrate our freedom from sinôs hold 
on us and continually place ourselves under the 

authority and influence of the God who loves us 

and died to set us free.  Fight the good fight 
against sin.  Pursue holiness.  Work out that 

which God has put in.  Declare your 
dependence on God daily.  Go to the cross of 

Jesus daily.  Then you will be truly free.  
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 Suppose you and your husband 

have given your lives to learn the 
Nabak language and then help 

translate the New Testament into 
that language for over 20 years. 

Suddenly one afternoon you notice 

that your main co -translator from 
the tribe is running past your kitchen 

window. You call out to him by 
name, but he continues to run out of 

sight without answering.  You call to 
your husband in the next room, 

asking where your co-translator was 

going. No answer. Strange. You walk 
into the next room and cannot 

believe what your eyes are seeing. 
Your husband is slumped back in his 

chair with an axe hanging from the 

back of his head. Someone has tried 
to murder him! He dies in your arms 

four hours later.  

 This was Grace Fabianôs life-

changing experience in a Nabak 
village in the island nation of Papua 

New Guinea.  She and her husband, 
Edmund, had grown to love the 

Nabak-speaking people. How can a 

person cope with such an 
experience? How can you go on with 

the work? How can you forgive 
anyone who has done such a thing? 

What does such an event mean 
about your understanding of God, 

His purpose for your life, His reason 

for letting such an unthinkable thing 
happen? 

 Donôt miss the extraordinary 

testimony that Grace Fabian will 
share with us during regular worship 

on Sunday, August 8. Invite friends  

(Speaker,  continued on page 3)  
(Continued on page 3) 

 Every month we focus on a missionary so that we will 

know whatôs going on with our partners in world 
evangelization and that they will be real and a part of us.  

We normally highlight the adult missionaries themselves, 
but I thought I would highlight the kids of Joe and Ladaere 

Milioni, missionaries to Uruguay and most recently to Costa 

Rica and Cuba. 

 Rachael, age 15 (16 in July), Josh, 14 and Becca, 12 

are what we call ñmissionary kidsò or MKs, but are more 

accurately called ñthird-culture kidsò or TCKs because they 
are not of their home culture since they have lived most of 

their lives outside of the U.S nor are they of the host 
country culture since they will forever be foreigners.  As a 

result, they are constantly dealing with language, customs 

and value issues that most kids never encounter. 

(Milioniôs, continued on page 3)  

  

 

By Larry Knapp 
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Motherôs Day Dedications:  

 

Â Madison Marie Everline  

 (Matt and Rachel Everline) 
 

Â James Lee Campeau  

 (Tiffany Jacobson) 
 

Â Emma Nicole Fosdick and  

 Harper Grace Morrill  

 (John and Erin Morrill) 
 

 

Fatherôs Day Dedications  
 

Â Hayden Wesley Brauker and 

Jackson Ellsworth Brauker 
(Dustin and Jessica Brauker) 

 

Â Rylan Scott Fincham   

 (David and Charlene Fincham) 
 

Â Wyatt Charles Robertson and 

Clare Elizabeth Robertson 
(Travis and Meg Robertson) 

 The Milionis spent a major 

portion of last year here in 
Coldwater and the kids became a 

part of LCCôs youth group.  This year 

Rachael and Josh are staying with 
their grandparents, Larry and Dee 

Knapp, for the summer for Rachael 
to go on the youth Mexico mission 

trip as well as both of them taking 
drivers training.  Becca is staying 

home in Costa Rica and will be 

traveling to the Dominican Republic 
with her parents this summer.  

 Following is an interview their 

grandfather had with both of them:  

Grandpa :  What are the advantages 
to being a TCK? 

Rachael:   I have friends all over the 
world.  I make friends easily and 

hold on to them more tightly.   I 

have learned to adapt to other 

cultures and to understand kids 

better since I have had a lot of 
practice.  I am also closer to my own 

family because when we move to a 
new country it is all I have at first.  

Josh :  I get to try new foods, see 

new places and learn another 
language.  Life is an adventure!   

 

Grandpa :  What are the dis-

advantages? 

Rachael :  Your friends are always 
leaving; having to learn a new 

culture; donôt fit in completely 
anywhere; automatically become an 

outcast. 

Josh :  You have to move a lot. 

 

Grandpa :  Why have you come to 
the States for the summer? 

Rachael :  I plan on going to Mexico 

with the LCC youth.  I hope this will 
help me decide if I want to be a 

missionary. 

Josh :  Rachael was to scared to fly 

alone so I had to help her.  

 

Grandpa :  What was the hardest 
part of your trip here?  

Rachael :  The long, 7-hour delay in 
Dallas 

Josh :  Transferring the luggage at 
Dallas because Rach made me do it 

all! 

 

Grandpa :  What have you enjoyed 

most about your visit? 

Rachael :  Learning to step out in 

the real world somewhat on my 
own.  Not getting lost and have 

street names and addresses.  
Speaking Spanish and having no one 

know what I am saying.  

Josh :  Seeing friends again, not 
having to lock house and car doors. 

 

Grandpa :  What do you miss most 
about Costa Rica? 

Rachael :  The worship at my youth 
group in San Jose. 

Josh :  Fresh fruit and great 
weather. 

 

 We hope that this is a great 
summer for Rach and Josh and that 

they will feel a part of Lockwood 
Community Church. 

(Milioniôs, continued from page 2)  

to come with you. Prepare to be 

deeply moved by her story ï but 
then to be inspired by her faith and 

perseverance when everything 

seemed lost. Her story is one you 
will never forget! The lessons God 

taught her can apply to your  
life as you face challenges,  

 

 
disappointments, and deep hurts. 

Lockwood Church will be blessed. 
We are thankful that Grace has 

agreed to share her story, her faith, 

and her life with us. Put August 8 in 
your calendar now and plan to 

come. 

(Speaker, continued from page 2)  
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This is a òmagicaló event  

for families of children  

ages 3 - 6 th  grade.  
 

Place: Childrenôs Assembly area 

Time: 1-4 pm 

Childrenôs Evangelical 

Community Outreach (aka CECO)  
is planning another event!  

 

While the name, Jest Kidding, 
may lead you to believe this is a 
joke, itôs not.  There will be a sign-

up list in August.  All items are due 
by Sunday, August 29th.  Items may 

be placed in the Childrenôs Ministry 

donation box located in the annex 
area. Weôre looking for the 

following:  
 

Donations : 
 

< Volunteers (you are welcome to 
attend one of the planning 

meetings for more info and you 

donôt have to get into the 
donation box!)  

< Faygo canned pop, any flavor-

Weôre planning on 200 people 

(includes adults) May be 
donated now through August 29.  

< Theatre sized boxed candy (6 oz 

or larger) or Cracker Jack. 

(beginning Aug 1)  Candy may 
be found at Dollar Tree, 

Walgreenôs, Wal-Mart, CVS or 
Meijerôs. 

 

To Borrow : 

< Bird cage 

< Black top hats 

< Long scarves 

< Stuffed rabbits 

< Magician type wands 

< Magician type capes 

< Vintage posters of Theatre acts 

< Magic related paraphernalia 

 

for raising children with  

spiritual values:  I would  

like you to consider the wisdom  

of a three year old this month.  
 

Our granddaughter is concerned 

with the state of her heart. She 

continually asks the family to feel 
her heart. ñIs it a good heart, Nina?ò 

She asks. ñOf course, Bug. Itôs a 
very good heart.ò is the reply.  And 

off she flies, often to return with the 

same question.  As I pondered on 
the why of her question, I realized 

the great wisdom she possesses. We 

should be concerned about the state 
of our heart.   Our concern should 

be with the state of our spiritual 
heart. 

 Is my heart truly a good heart? 

What causes my heart to race with 
excitement? Spending time with God 

or going shopping? Is it a strong 

heart? A heart that isnôt afraid to live 
boldly and openly for Jesus. Can 

others see or feel my heart 
strength?  A heart that lives for 

others and Godôs kingdom.    

I hope that you and yours will 
examine the state of your heart. 

Talk to your children about how God 

desires that we guard our hearts as 
it is the very wellspring of life.  

Examine what they value, for Jesus 
tells us that where our treasure is so 

too is our heart.  

  ñDo I have a good heart, 
Lord?ò My hope is that we may all 

hear ñYes, my child. You have a very 

good heart indeed.ò 

 

< Tuesday, July 13th, 6:30 

pmðCECO planning for core 
staff, Childrenôs Assembly area. 

< Tuesday, August 17th, 6:30 

pmðCECO planning for core 
staff, Childrenôs Assembly area. 

< Tuesday, August 24th, 6 

pmðSunday School, Beginnerôs 
and Junior Church Staff 

Appreciation Supper in the 

lobby.  This includes summer as 
well as the school year 

volunteers. 

< Sunday, September 5th 
Promotion Sunday, Registration 

for Fall Programming and 
Summer Programming 

Overview, 10 am in the 

auditorium. 
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Bir thdays  
4 Joyce Godfrey 

 John Morrill 

 Gordon Scully 
 Tanya Wickey 

7 Abigail Hefner (6) 
 Travis Robertson 

 Chante` Tuck-Dove (9) 

9 Alan Gray 
 Lola Snell 

10 Kevin Burrows 
 Karl Rosch Jr. 

11 Jack Asher 
 Janine Sharrard 

12 Warren Gilbert 

 Richard Yearling 
13 John Underwood 

15 Marilyn Byers 
 Carol Nowak 

 Carol Woodman 

18 Becky Kooi 

19 Mary Fields 

 Glenn Snapp 
20 Connie Compton 

 Melisa Hughes 
21 Phyllis Hansel 

 Eric Johnson 

 Ivan Nutt  
22 Vince Nelson 

 Bob Petersen 
23 Virginia Brown 

 Brady Cox (17) 
24 Charlie Schelinski 

25 Greg Miller 

 Clara Mitmesser 
 Kelsey Palchak 

26 Jerry Runkle 
 Brent Yager 

27 Othel Clawson 

29 Nekoda Cartwright (16) 
30 Brittnee Sperbeck (16) 

31 Brian Snodgrass 
 

Anniversar ies 
1 Greg & Kandice Kieliszewski 

4 Kevin & Beth Looper 

 Bob & Diane Metcalf 

5 Bill & Janet Maynard 
6 Edd & Joanna Bailey 

 Gordon & Lolita Scully 
8 Rick & Linda Hooker 

10 Dale & Tracie Disbro 

 Bill & Barbara Smith 
 Mike & Audrey Taylor 

 Kelly & Linda Young 
11 Warren & Mary Gilbert 

 Phillip & Kelly Murphy 
14 Tom & Missy Sperbeck 

19 Brent & Nancy Yager 

21 Carl & Deb Cartwright-20th 
23 Warren & Betsy Canon 

26 William R. & Betty James 
27 Eugene & Marylou Habecker 

28 Bill & Jeanine James 

29 Kevin & Darla Myers 
31 Ivan & Beverly Nutt  

 Karl & Diane Rosch Sr. 
 Travis & Krista Wood-5th 

July 

Let us know of corrections 

or additions, 279-7536. 

July Serving Schedule 
 

Coffee Time: 

Mike and Audrey Taylor 
Marvin and Marty Stetler 

 

Greeters: 

North Door 
8:30 ....  Mick and Mary Jane Stukey 

11:00 .. Milt and Joyce McNitt 
 

Bulletin 
8:30 ....  Wayne and Chris Reese 

11:00 .. Bill and Jeanine James 

Weekly Events 
Sunday AM: 

8:30 1st Worship Service 
9:30 Coffee Time 

9:45 Children's Sunday School 
Opening 

10:00 Adult and Teen Sunday 
School 

11:00 2nd Worship Service 

 
Wednesday PM: 

6:30 Jr High Youth Group, Youth 
Barn 

7:00 Prayer Meeting, lobby 

8:00 Sr High Youth Group, Youth 
Barn 

August Serving Schedule 
 

Coffee Time: 

Milt and Carol Smith 
Larry and Hilda Parshall 

 
Greeters: 

North Door 
8:30 .....  Ron and Pat Sampsel 
11:00 ... Glenn and Alice Brodt 

 

Bulletin 
8:30 .....  Marcia Stewart and Cindy  

Conley 

11:00 ... Mark and Paula Brewer 
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Pray for our Community  

This new monthly prayer group, open to all believers 
from all area churches, is praying for Branch County 

concerns: government, education, crime, homelessness, 
stressed marriages, illegal drug trafficking, etc.  Come to 

bless and be blessed!  Saturday, July 17th, 10-11 am, at 

Free Methodist Church, in Coldwater.  People are free to 
leave when they need to even if others are still praying. 

Contact Margaret Muir for more information: 639 -4609. 
 

Building Loan Report  
Loan balance - (5-11) ..............................  $325,991.23 

Total payment ...........................  $4,361.21 

Applied to interest ......................  - 1,950.79 
Applied to principal ................................ .....  $2,410.42 

New principal balance - (6-27) .................  $323,580.81 

Statistics  

Last Month: 
Church Attendance - 480 

Sunday School Attendance - 161 
Total Offering - $63,203.39 
(Designated for building - $13,195.00) 
 

Last Year: 
Church Attendance - 481 

Sunday School Attendance - 151 

 
BIHN Hog Roast  

Tuesday, July 27th from 5 to 7 pm at the 
Coldwater United Methodist Church.  

Dinner is by donation.  Eat in or carry out 
available.  After dinner enjoy an evening of 

ñMusic Under the Starsò at the Four Corners. 

Keeping You Informed ð News You Can Use! 

 

 

 
 

Bir thdays  
1 Brycen Fincham (2) 

2 Marty Stetler 
 Michael Wickey 

3 Bev Kosmerick 
 Dale Martin 

 Leona Schmidt 
4 Joel Looper 

 Mark Odisher 

 Audra Swallow 
5 Theo Parker 

 Adrianna Pipe (9) 
8 Chris Compton 

 Peggy Knisely 

 Terry Sullivan 
 Garrett Thorne (6)  

9 Audrey Taylor 
 Coy Wood (1) 

10 Diane Fales 
 Kandice Kieliszewski 

 Oliver Walters 

12 Sarah Asher 
 Joe Ferry 

 Susan Holt 
 Kimberlyn Palchak 

14 Anika Mack (8) 

 Lois Voss 

15 Richard Bowerman 

 Randy Kruger 
 Roxanne Kruger 

16 Nicole Hadley (11) 
 Karan Knapp 

17 Shirley Byers 

 Steve Watson 
18 Megan Cox 

19 Sophia Compton (6) 
 Sharon Haylett 

 Jim Snyder 
20 Karon Miller 

 Gabriel Snapp (13) 

21 Andrew Kooi (7) 
 Dorothy Waldo 

22 Vonda Bowerman 
 Wendell Knapp 

 Betty McDonald 

 Jennifer Shirey 
23 Bob DeBolt 

 Carol Ganton 
 Adam Young (16) 

24 Ed McDonald 
25 Tony Mast (13) 

 Marty OôKeefe 

 Wendy Schmelzer 
26 Warren Canon 

 Walt Lane 
 Ruth McBride 

 Norma Walters 

27 Don Baad 
 Allison Clemens (15) 

 Pam Jacobson 

 John Locklin 
 Rolly Swan 

28 Larry Knapp 
29 Gidi Lamonte 

 Brian Looper 

31 Cathy North 
 Mary Beth Schelinski 

 Gary Stetler 
 

Anniversar ies 
1 Jerome & Carolyn Rahrig 

3 Bill & Judy Todd 
5 Tim & Tanya Wickey 

6 Mike & Kathy Tomson 

12 John & Leslie Burrows 
 Rob & Janice Cooper 

16 Edward & Jennifer Rodgers 
17 Ed & Kelly Miller 

19 Glenn & Tracy Padmos-5th 

20 Bill & Barb Swallow 
 Carl & Crystal Thorne 

22 Ryan & Shawnna Craig 
23 Christopher & Brandie Burr 

 Ray & Cindy Conley-35th 
24 Stan & Jean Parrish 

27 Dave & Kathy Knapp 

Let us know of corrections 
or additions, 279-7536. 

August 




